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· Today our Lord addresses the topic of Marriage, and on several levels.

· In today's Gospel Jesus is approached by the Pharisees and asked, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause whatsoever?"

· Jesus then quotes scripture going all the way back to the First book of the Bible, the Book of Genesis, Ch. 2 and says, 

· "Have you not read that from the BEGINNING, the Creator made them Male and Female and said, for this reason a Man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his Wife, and the two shall become one flesh…?"

· A Man and Woman become "one flesh" when they consecrate their marriage and grow in spiritual, mental and physical intimacy throughout their marriage.

· A Man and Woman also become "one flesh" when they come together to Procreate a child together. That child is the "one flesh" of their union.

· Tearing apart a marriage through Divorce also tears apart the Family Bond of that marriage.  

· It can be as painful as tearing apart your own flesh. This is why Jesus forbids it.

· When we analyze Jesus' comments on what constitutes a Marriage, we also see something else that Jesus and His Church forbids—Same Sex Unions.

· Since the beginning of Mankind, it was obvious in Society that "Marriage" was between a Man and a Woman. The definition of marriage was never question—it was understood—until this generation.

· It is obvious from Scripture that, "from the beginning" God DEFINED marriage to be between a Man and a Woman when He said, and Jesus affirms:

· "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his WIFE, and the two shall become One-Flesh."

· That coincides with Genesis Ch. 9, when God ordered mankind to be "fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth…" — with more people.

· Having a family is God's design for our ultimate happiness and fulfillment—a family where a man and a woman have the ability to express, and share, their love by bearing children, 
· just as God expressed His love by creating His children in order to experience and enjoy the love He has for us.

· People in a Same Sex Union cannot Procreate. The "Seeds of Life," from a Man were designed by God to be in Union with the "Egg of Life" from a woman—in order to PRODUCE LIFE!

· The Church's position against Same Sex Unions—I will not even call them a "Marriage" because again, by God's definition—a "Marriage" is between a "Man" and a "Woman" — NOT the same sexes…

· To say, "Same Sex Marriage" would be a contradiction to the Very Definition of "Marriage…"

· …The Church's position on Same Sex Unions does NOT mean the Church is against those INDIVIDUALS who are in a Same Sex Union.

· The Church is against calling their relationship a "Marriage" because the Church has No Authority to alter or change the Definition and Purpose of Marriage as Willed by GOD.

· Again, we do not HATE people of same sex unions. The Church is very compassionate with those who deal with "Gender Identity" issues. 

· We recognize it is a "complex issue" that may be influenced by "Biological" or "Environmental" forces—or a combination of Both.

· And the truth is, there are many who have had a "Same Sex Attraction" at one point of their life, who later realized they no longer had that attraction. 

· We are faced with many "urges" and "temptations" in life. When I was single and available, I dated some very beautiful women. 

· And despite being in a relationship, sometimes my eye wandered to another beautiful woman. 

· Does that mean I was "BORN" to be with every woman I had an attraction to? Of course not! 
· I had to "reason through" that relationships were ordained by God to be MONOGOMOUS as we see with a "Man leaving his parents and being joined to his "WIFE"—not "WIVES."
· Simply put, God designed Man and Woman that when they came together as "One-flesh" the possibility to produce LIFE from that Union was there.

· And if that possibility is not there, then we cannot call it a "Marriage."

· Now, there is another important reason why "Marriage" is between a "Man" and a "Woman."
· Every child has a God-given right to be raised by a Mother, and a Father, which is a very different dynamic than just "two Fathers" or "two Mothers."
· Heather Barwick is a child who was raised in a Same Sex relationship between her biological mother and another woman. 
· She wrote an article in March of this year (2015) in the FEDERALIST titled, "Dear Gay Community: Your Kids are Hurting…"
· In this article she says, "
· Growing up, and even into my 20s, I supported and advocated for gay marriage. It’s only with some time and distance from my childhood that I’m able to reflect on my experiences and recognize the long-term consequences that same-sex parenting had on me. 
· And it’s only now, as I watch my children loving and being loved by their father each day, that I can see the beauty and wisdom in traditional marriage and parenting.

· Same-sex marriage and parenting withholds either a mother or father from a child while telling him or her that it doesn’t matter. That it’s all the same. But it’s not. 
· A lot of us, a lot of your kids, are hurting. My father’s absence created a huge hole in me, and I ached every day for a dad. 
· I loved my mom’s partner, but another mom could never have replaced the father I lost.

· I grew up surrounded by women who said they didn’t need or want a man. Yet, as a little girl, I so desperately wanted a daddy. 
· It is a strange and confusing thing to walk around with this deep-down unquenchable ache for a father, for a man, in a community that says that men are unnecessary. 
· There were times I felt so angry with my dad for not being there for me, and then times I felt angry with myself for even wanting a father to begin with. There are parts of me that still grieve over that loss today.

· I’m not saying that you can’t be good parents. You can. I had one of the best. I’m also not saying that being raised by straight parents means everything will turn out okay. 
· We know there are so many different ways that the family unit can break down and cause kids to suffer: divorce, abandonment, infidelity, abuse, death, etc. 
· But by and large, the best and most successful family structure is one in which kids are being raised by both their mother and father…"

· Again, this woman's name is, "Heather Barwick" you can Google her name and read more of her insights about the consequences of Same Sex Unions.

· In today's Gospel, Jesus also talks about "What is Lawful in a Marriage"

· An "unlawful marriage" in Jesus' day would have been like when King Herod married his brother's wife. OR, when one family member married another, as in Incest.

· There's a lot TV Talk Show hosts and Commentators on the internet, trying to tell us what a "Lawful Marriage" is.

· We must remember that the DEFINITION of what is GOOD comes from God, not Man…

· Jesus left the Leaders of HIS Church to Interpret Scripture and Defend what God has ordained as being LAWFUL in Marriage.

· What these Commentator don't realize is that THEY, or any other MAN or WOMAN—either on the SUPREME COURT—or any other COURT in the World—
· DO NOT HAVE the Authority to separate "What GOD has joined together…"

� It is un-natural for the "seeds of life" from a Man (his sperm) to be deposited into a "canal of death"—the up in the excretory system of another Man. This does not produce life. And of course, the "egg of life" from two women, cannot produce life. That too, is against the Natural Order of God.


� Although elderly couples get married and cannot still bear children, they have the correct "plumbing" in order for the miracle of birth to occur. See Abraham and Sarah (Genesis 17:17, Gen 21:2-5) in the Old Testament and Zechariah and Elizabeth in the New (Luke 5:1-25).





