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· WE are in the Season of Advent. A time when we remember and celebrate the entrance of God into this world through His Son, Jesus Christ.

· Over the next few weeks, we will hear many Old Testament Readings that prophesized about the coming of the Messiah, the coming of Christ in to the world. 
· A Prophecy, of course, is a prediction made by God about the future that eventually comes true. 
· Many of the Messianic Prophecies about Jesus were made hundreds of years before he was born.
· We heard one such prophecy in the First Reading when the Prophet Isaiah said:
· "A voice cries out in the desert, prepare the way of the LORD! Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!" (Is. 40:3)

· When you read the Gospels at home, and I hope the "Word of God" is a part you and your children's Spiritual Nutrition every day… notice how many times the Evangelists say things like, 
"as written by the prophets" or "as scripture had foretold". It's a lot!
· Bible scholars say there are over 200 hundred Prophecies in the Old Testament that predicted what would happen when the Messiah came into the world!
· Why did God give us so many Prophecies about the coming of the Messiah? 
· So when a person fulfilled those prophecies we would know THAT person was really the Messiah!

· The BIG question I had when I was growing up was… 
· "If there were so many prophecies about the Messiah coming into the world—and Jesus fulfilled those prophecies, why didn't everyone believe Jesus was the Messiah?"
· Good question right? I eventually found out the answer to that question. 
· For ONE: Some people did not believe Jesus fulfilled ALL of the Messianic Prophecies. The Jewish Rulers believed the Messiah would be a great "Military and Political Leader." 
· This Leader would crush all of Jew's enemies and restore Israel to Jewish rule once and for all! 

· As we know, Jesus was a poor carpenter who had an "army" of 12 Apostles. 
· And even though Jesus had thousands of followers, he told them to "love your enemies" not "crush" them. 
· Another reason why people rejected Jesus was because they didn't believe the Messiah would be Divine. 
· They knew the Messiah would be SENT by God, but they didn't believe he would be the "SON of GOD!" 

· If you recall, in John's record of the Gospel, when Jesus first revealed to the Pharisees that he is the Son of God, they picked up stones to kill him (Jn. 8:59). That was considered "blasphemy" which was punishable by death. (Lev 24:10-16)
· Now just because the High Priest and others Jewish Leaders didn't believe the Messiah would be Divine, this doesn't mean everyone thought the way they did. 
· The Evangelists Matthew, Mark and John were ALL Jewish. They certainly believed Jesus fulfilled the Messianic Prophecies. They constantly compared what the Prophets said, to what Jesus did! 
· St. Paul, was trained by one of the premier Jewish scholars of his day, a Pharisee named Gamaliel (Acts 5:34:42). 
· St. Paul, who also was a Pharisee, obviously believed Jesus was divine, especially after he appeared to him on the Road to Damascus!
· There are also a lot of verses in the Old Testament where God says He plans to come into the world. 
· The Prophet Ezekiel said: 
· "For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As a shepherd seeks out his flock when some of his sheep have been scattered abroad, so will I seek out my sheep…" (Ez 34:11-12/John 10:11-14)
· The Prophet Isaiah said:

· "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel." Which of course means, "God with us." (Is 7:14, Mt. 1:23)
· To me… these verses (and many others) strongly suggest the Messiah would be Divine (--would be God).
· However, some Jewish scholars, especially the ones in the Sanhedrin, believed God meant these verses "Figuratively" not "Literally." That's why they had a hard time believing Jesus was the "Son of GOD."
· So, this leaves us with a really BIG question: How are we to know what God really meant when He spoke through the Prophets? 
· Was He speaking Figuratively, or Literally? The only way to know THAT, would be to ask God Himself!
· This is what Jesus had to say about the Prophets…

· "Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them!" That's in Ch. 5 of Matthew's Gospel, verse 17.

· In John's record of the Gospel, Jesus says:

· "It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.'" Jesus is quoting Isaiah Ch. 54, verse 13. (Is 54:13; Jn 6:45-46)
· The truth is… Jesus is constantly referring back to what was spoken through the Prophets about him... the final proof of this is when he appears to his disciples on the Road to Emmaus and says to them: 

· "O foolish men, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and enter into his glory?... Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the scriptures…" (Luke 24:25-27)

· …There is a saying that goes, "I never really knew God, until I met His Son…" (repeat) "I never really knew God, until I met His Son…"

· The Son of God became like us, so WE could become more like the Son of God...
· Why would God do that for me? Why would God do that 
for you? 
· I found that answer to that question in Scripture as well…
· "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life." (Jn 3:16)…
· …What the leaders of Israel didn't realize was that the real enemy Jesus came to defeat, was not the Romans. 
· The real enemy Jesus came to defeat was the enemy of us all—Sin and Death!

· God the Father is an "Immortal Being." God cannot die. God as a "Man," can!
· Jesus came into this world to die for our sins so by rising from the dead, he could prove to the world, that he really is "the way, the truth and the life!" (Jn 14:6)
· No other religious leader in the history of the world, before, during or after Jesus has ever done what Jesus did.

· God gave us over 200 prophecies of what to expect from the Messiah so when he fulfilled those prophecies we would have no doubt that he was from God, and that he was GOD!

· My brothers and sister in Christ, Jesus was, GOD on earth… 
· The prophets foretold it… Jesus proved it. 
· We believe it… And that settles it!
· As we prepare to commemorate and celebrate the birth of our Lord this Christmas Season, let us rejoice and be glad, for JESUS truly is "The Real Reason for the Season…"
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