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· "The message from today's Readings is a simple one. The Lord has done great things for us; we should be filled with joy!

· However, there are times in our life when we are not "filled with joy" because it seems GOD is not listening to our pleas. 

· Like Bartimaeus, Jesus wants us to "take courage" and not give up on him. (Mk 10:46-52)

· Sometimes, God tests our Faith to see if we really want Him to be a bigger part of our life.

· Too often we view God as "our" servant rather than His. 

· We only want God around when we need something, and then—we want Him to go away. That's not what He's looking for.

· God is always ready to enter into fellowship with us, but it has to be on His terms.

· He's trying to lead us to an understanding of Himself so we can have a better understanding of our self and then become more like Him—and that takes work!

· When we enter into a real relationship with God, one of us will need to Grow and Mature—and it sure ain't God!

· Being in a relationship with God can be painful at times 
as we take a hard look at who we are and what we are supposed to become.

· God hesitates to draw near to us until we are sincere in wanting to draw nearer to Him. We see Jesus doing this with Bartimeaus in today's Gospel.

· When we show God that we really want Him to be a permanent fixture in our life, and live by His Authority, and not our own, 

· that's when our true transformation in Christ can begin.

· Jesus won't waste his time with us until we're ready to truly commit our lives to change. Sort of like that TV show on "A&E" called, "INTERVENTION."

· Sometimes, God is waiting for us to "hit bottom" so we realize that "when God is all we got, God is all we need…"

· Like a 5 year-old who likes playing in the dirt, we Adults like playing in Sin. We think it feels "great." 

· Like the child, we are deceived into thinking that wallowing around in dirt, feels much better than wallowing around in cleansing effects of soap and water.

· Think of the Sacrament of Confession as "soap and water" for our Soul. 

· It's the difference between our Soul feeling like a "Rag," and feeling like "Silk." This happens when we place our entire Faith and Obedience in Christ. 

· This is what Bartimaeus did when he had the chance to encounter Christ. He didn't try to avoid Christ, bargain with Christ or set any conditions on Christ. 

· He came straight to Jesus when Jesus called for him. Christ wants us to respond with the same enthusiasm. This demonstrates our Faith and Trust in him.

· Bartimaeus "sprang" to Jesus because he knew what he could do for him—he could heal him. 
· Jesus wants to do the same for us…

· Deep faith, eliminates fear… Deep faith brings about change. Bartimaeus believed with all his Heart, all his Mind, all his Soul and all his Strength that Jesus could help him—
· Bartimaeus got it right, so Jesus blessed him.

· Bartimaeus said to Jesus, "Master, I want to see..." 

· Notice how Bartimaeus calls Jesus his "Master." This acknowledges that he has surrendered his life to Christ and is ready to follow him and learn from him—under his terms.

· Sort of like when you see in those Kung Fu/Karate movies where the "Master Sensei" will not take on a student until they totally surrender to their wisdom and authority.

· The Sensei, is a "Sensei" for a reason. He has amassed years of experience and techniques that he wishes to pass on to his disciples.

· The Sensei doesn't give a "rats tuchas" how much you have learned about Karate before you came into his dojo. 
· Chances are, what you learned is "mediocre" compared to his years of experience and expertise.

· We should be making JESUS the "Sensei" of our life…

· When we do this, amazing things will happen. This is when we—like Bartimaeus—will finally "see the Light."

· And the "Light" we see is Jesus Christ when we realize he is the only one who has the Power to Heal us, Teach us and Save us.

· Bartimeaus not only received his Sight, he received INSIGHT from the Lord.
· It is then that we really begin to LIVE and understand the purpose of our Life.

· It is then when we can see the beauty of living our life for Christ, instead of the world. 

· When Bartimaeus came to Jesus, Jesus asked him the same thing he asks all of us, "What do you want me to do for you..." 

· The Son of God came to serve, not be served. 

· But we must first demonstrate our Faith and Obedience in him before he can begin to work in us.

· For those of us who just want Jesus to be the "Savior" of our Life, and not the "Lord" of our life, 

· I encourage you to cry out the same way Bartimaeus did. Say, "Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!"

· …Have pity on me because I wish to remain in Darkness rather than stepping into the Light of your Truth. 

· …Have pity on me because I am the one who is cheating myself by NOT knowing the Inner-peace, Joy, and Strength that comes from loving you with all my Heart, Mind and Soul…

· …Jesus, have pity on me because this is something I should have cried out to you a long time ago…

· Jesus' ministry was all about showing us how we have everything to gain by doing exactly what he has commanded us to do—and everything to lose if we do not.

· He knows that we may never be able to live up to everything he has taught us to do, but he wants us to try, each and every day!

· The more we place our Faith and Trust in him that he will help us, the more he will give us the Grace to complete the process.

· This is how our "faith saves us." When we believe that Jesus has already saved the World—and now wants to save us from ourselves…
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