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· The prophet Hosea lived 800 years before Jesus. In his prophecy, he saw Israel as the "wife" of God. 

· This coincides with Jesus describing himself as a "bridegroom" and the Church as his "bride."

· This "nuptial" language used by God is to help us understand the deep love and commitment God has for His people and 
His Church.

· In the beginning of the Book of Hosea, God commands the Prophet to marry a "harlot," a prostitute by the name of Gomer (Hosea 1:2).

· Maybe this was God's way of helping to save her from this type of lifestyle.

· Hosea's personal life would become an example of how a relationship can be strained and even ruined by infidelity.

· He would make the same comparison to Israel's infidelity toward God and His Commandments.

· After bearing three children with Hosea, Gomer leaves Hosea for another man (Hosea 3:1). 

· However, God encourages Hosea to seek her out, forgive her and love her again as he once did.

· In the same way, God seeks to bring us back from our waywardness and restore our relationship with him through His love and forgiveness.

· Jesus is the incarnation of God's love and forgiveness. He shows us first-hand how his Divine Compassion works when we come before Him with a sincere and repentant heart.

· In today's Gospel, Jesus tells us what the Greatest Commandment is—"to love God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength" (Mk 12:30) 

· Some may think this is an original teaching by Jesus, but it's not. 

· God the Father says the same thing about loving God with all our "being" and our "neighbor as our self" in the Old Testament. 

· This is in Ch. 6 of the Book of Deuteronomy and Ch. 19 of the Book of Leviticus.

· What Jesus says also ties in to something else God told us 
in the Old Testament. The 1st Commandment of God's 
"10 Commandments" says:

· "I am the Lord they God, you shall not have any strange god's before me…"

· When we love our money, our food, our drink, our internet, our electronic gadgets, our car, our house, our politicians and celebrities with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, 

· that is a form of "idol worship." It makes a person, place or thing our "god" rather than God the Father.

· Jesus not only reminds us of the Greatest Commandments, he demonstrates his love for us by practicing them with us, 

· especially when it comes to loving those who we consider our "enemies."

· The world has a "disordered" understanding of what real 
love is. Real love is not just a "fuzzy, warm feeling." 
· It is an "act of the will," a "decision" that we commit to in order to help it grow into perfection.

· And quite often, there's nothing "warm and fuzzy" about it when we try to love those who have wronged us.

· Jesus came to show us was perfect love is. This is why he tells us that the Greatest Commandment is to love Him before all people, places and things. 

· When we do, we begin to enter the Kingdom of God 
as we will learn from Jesus how to love others perfectly just as he loves us...

· On page 25, of Pope Francis' "Living Lent with Mercy" there is a wonderful prayer about love which goes:

· "Lord, you teach us that the pathway to heaven is to love God and neighbor, yet this pathway is not as easy as it sounds. 

· I feel more comfortable living in the cerebral, abstract world where I can think about love rather than in the concrete, messy and complex human condition where 
I am called to practice love. 

· I prefer to define love rather than share love with a stranger. Sometimes I am afraid to love because 
I don't know where it will take my life. 

· I do know that your love is actualized when I feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, visit the sick and imprisoned and comfort the afflicted.

· Lord, in the midst of this Lenten Season, push me out of the comfort zone of my head and into my vulnerable heart where you motivate me to love You and my neighbor. Amen."
