1.
TheJesusPeace.com
by: Fr. Mark Matthias

· As I mentioned at the beginning of Mass, today is Gaudate Sunday. "Gaudate" is Latin for, Rejoice!
· We should be feeling the excitement of celebrating the birth of our Lord drawing near and our Readings today reflect that tone.

· In our 1st Reading, we hear the Prophet Zephaniah telling the people to "shout for joy!" And, "to be glad and exult with all your heart!" 

· Why should we be "exulting with all our heart?" Because as the Zephaniah also says, God is about to "remove all judgment against us…" 
· He is sending His Son into the world to be the Savior of the World.

· Now you may be asking, "What is he going to Save us from?" 
· He's going to save us from our own dysfunctional and self-destructive behavior...
· In today's Gospel, the crowds ask John the Baptist, "What must we do?" 
· The people are convinced that the Messiah is coming and they want to know what they should do to prepare for his arrival.
· John gives them a list of things to do:

· “Whoever has two cloaks he should share with the person who has none… And whoever has food should do likewise.”

· "Do not to cheat each other, or falsely accuse anyone, 
and be satisfied with your wages..." 
· If you don't get a raise in 2016, just remember John's words. At least you still have a job (
· In the same respect, what John tells his followers to do, WE should be doing as well.

· Part of us preparing to receive and celebrate the birth of our Lord should also include doing Corporal Works of Mercy. 
· You know: feed the hungry, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, comfort the imprisoned, visit the sick, bury the dead… 
· It's in being in service to others that we experience the Joy of giving!
· After we give away the Love of God from our hearts, God then refills our heart with more of His Love! 
· That's where the "JOY" comes from... It's us feeling the LOVE of God being poured back into our hearts so we have more of His Love to give away!
· This is what happens to "Ebenezer Scrooge" in Charles Dickens, 
"A Christmas Carol." 
· Once he gives a little kindness away to Tiny Tim, 
Scrooge becomes filled with more kindness and realizes how GOOD it feels!

· Scrooge gave a little of God's Grace away and God rewarded him with more! 
· It's God's way of saying, "Good Job! You're on the right path!" Now here's some more of my Love to give away; 
· and once you give that away… I've got plenty more where that came from until you become FILLED with my Grace. 
· This is also what John the Baptist is trying to get us to understand when he says JESUS will "baptize us with the Holy Spirit and FIRE!"
· The warmth and love we feel as we help one another, is in reality, the Presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us.
· And the more we do God's Will, the more we will Feel His Inner-peace, Warmth and Love living and growing in us.
· This is how some becomes Filled with the "Joy of Christ."
· Ever notice how some people have a "steady stream" of Joy running through them in good times and bad? Now you know their secret…
· As important as it is to do Good Works as our Lord commanded us to do so we can be formed more and more into his image and likeness…
· the truth is, our Salvation begins by being a GIFT from God.

· All we have to do to receive that Gift is to place ALL our Faith and Obedience in Christ as our Lord and Savior.
· Now of course, we can squander our Lord's Gift of Grace through Sin. That's why we all need a Savior:
· "For all have sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God…" (Rm 3:23-24)
· Jesus came into our world because we could not Save or Redeem ourselves. "We can sell our soul to the Devil, but only Christ can buy it back..." 
· Christmas reminds us that God came into the world to fulfill the promises He made to His children in the Old Testament.

· God told us that he would walk among us one day (Lev. 26:12) and teach us his commands (Is. 54:13; Jn 6:45). That's in Leviticus 26, and Isaiah 54.
· He also promised to take away all our sins and give us fresh start with him by "sprinkling us with water" (Baptism) and "giving us a new Spirit—His Holy Spirit!" 
· That's in Ezekiel 36:26-27.
· Through His Son, Jesus, God will show us "step by step" what type of child God expects ALL His children to become…
· "The Son of God became man, so mankind could become more like the Son of God…"
· THIS is the Real Reason why we should be REJOICING! 
· It's not because of all the twinkling lights; time off from work; holiday music; parties and all the food and drink! 
· Those things are all good and part of God's blessings in our lives. 
· But the Real Reason we should be REJOICING is because we all needed a SAVIOR to show us the way back to the Father—and then help us to get there!
· In the midst of the "hustle and bustle" of the Advent Season, let us take time to slow down and mediate on the real "Reason for the Season." 
· We can't truly appreciate and love the presence of someone in our life, until we realize how important they are IN our life.
· This is why it's not enough just to say, "Jesus is the Savior of the World!" We must realize how he's the Savior of MY life, as well!
· This begins when we ADMIT that we all need a Savior to heal the wounds of sin that are "self-inflicted" on our Soul. 
· It's then that we begin to APPRECIATIATE everything Jesus went through to reveal my true relationship with God the Father…
· …and how he doesn't ask me to do anything he was not willing to do himself. 

· Again, THIS is the real reason why we should be getting excited about celebrating the moment when our Savior came into the world. 

· He came to show us how to be Good Sons and Daughters of God and to be the Sacrificial Lamb for the Atonement of our Sins. 
· This is what Saint Paul is trying to get the Philippians to understand when he tells them:
· "Rejoice in the Lord always! I shall say it again: Rejoice! 
For the Lord is near..!"
· The more we welcome the Real Presence of Christ into our lives—and into our hearts this Advent Season—the less, "Bah, humbug!" we will be!
· And that's when the Joy and Peace of God—which surpasses all understanding—will guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus!
