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· I love today's Readings! Actually, I love all our Readings because the Holy Spirit of God is ALIVE in the WORD of GOD!

· And He can be ALIVE in us the more we write God's Word on our Heart and Soul!
· In Ch. 6 of John's record of the Gospel, Jesus says, "the WORDS that I have spoken to you, they are Spirit and they are Life!" (v63) 

· The author of Hebrews says, "For the WORD of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of Soul and Spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart."  (Hebrews 4:12)

· We also see the Holy Spirit ALIVE in the Word of God in our 1st Reading from the Book of Numbers. 
· The 70 elders that were "prophesying" (which is another way of saying they were "preaching") were inspired and motivated by the Holy Spirit to teach God's Word.

· Moses says, "Would that ALL the people of the Lord were prophets! Would that the Lord might bestow His Spirit on them all!" (Num 11:29)
· This is EXACTLY what Jesus did when he taught us the Word of God, and then released the His holy Spirit by his sacrifice on the Cross to be "poured out into our hearts." (Rm 5:5)

· This is why I strongly recommend that you Read the Gospels just a little bit each day to "FEED YOUR SOUL" with God's Holy Spirit of Wisdom, Love and Peace!

· God wants nothing more than His Holy Spirit to be ALIVE and Growing in us… 
· and writing His Words on our Soul is one way to have His Holy Presence live more and more in us.
· The other of course, is to receive the Eucharist!

· As the Psalmist says, "The precepts of the Lord give JOY to the Heart… The Law of the Lord is perfect, REFRESHING the Soul… the decree of the Lord is Trustworthy, giving Wisdom to the Simple!" (Ps 19)
· Jesus say, "We must be perfect, just as our heavenly Father is Perfect!" Do you think God's Word will help make us Perfectly Holy like Jesus?

· YES, of course! For out of the abundance of the Heart, the Mouth Speaks and the Body acts—just like Jesus did who, by the way, also had the Word of God written on his Heart, Mind and Soul!
· If we fill our minds with all the Garbage, Violence and Perversion that's on TV, or the internet, how great will that Darkness be in our SOUL! (Mt 6:22)
· And I GUARANTEE YOU, that whatever we fill our MIND and SOUL with, our BODY Will—I repeat—WILL act out!
· If you've noticed, I'm quoting the Word of God A LOT in my homily today.

· I didn't want my "own words" getting in the way. That would be a contradiction to the Message of our Readings of how important God's Word is, compared to our own.

· I wanted to let the LIFE of the Holy Spirit in God's Word descend upon you, and sink in you—like how "stain" sinks into wood, rather than how "paint" just lies on the surface.
· However, I also know it may be a very short time before everything I'm saying to you will slowly seep out of you... 
· This is how the Devil Works... He wants to bombard us with many different distractions and meaningless concerns of the World so we FORGET what God is trying to teach us. 

· The way to combat this tactic by the Devil, is to Read, and then Re-read, a passage or two of Scripture each and every day, and then meditate on what God is saying to us!

· THAT is how we change our thoughts and behavior because we are now filling our Heart and Mind with the GOOD things of God… 
· You have just been given one of thee most powerful weapons in our fight against the Devil's influence on us—GOD'S Holy Word!
· When Jesus was tempted by the Devil on top of the mountain, what did he do? He quoted Sacred Scripture!
· The Devil cannot stand to hear the Wisdom and Truth of God. That's what drove him away from Jesus! And that's what drove the Demons out of the people the Disciples were prophesying to in today's Gospel. (Mk 9)
· It's a parallel passage to what Moses' followers did in the Book of Numbers. (Num 11:25-29)
· The "Devil in us", does not want to hear the Truth contained in the Word of God, so he whispers in our minds, "just walk away" from this person… "walk away from God's Holy Word..."
· And sadly, we listen to the Devil, rather than Jesus…

· As we heard Jesus say in today's Gospel, he is "dead serious" about the consequences of Sin. 
· Jesus speaks of "Hell" more so than any other figure in the entire Bible—he mentions "Hell" over 19 times "where the worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched!"
· Jesus isn't a liar. If he said, I believe it! There has to be some place for people to go who do not want to live "on earth as it is in heaven…"
· Your Landlord wouldn't let you live in his building if you didn't obey his rules. That wouldn't be fair to all the other tenants who gladly embrace his rules.
· Our God is a God of Mercy, but He is also a God of Justice! He loves all His children equally and knows it would not be fair to those who were formed by ALL of His commands to have to live among those who chose not to be!
· This is why we have Jails in our society, for those people who refuse to live by the rules of society.

· The Parents still love their child who goes to jail even if they commit murderer, but they also realize that their child cannot live among those who choose to obey the rules of society. 

· That wouldn't be fair for their neighbors to have to live in fear that their child may murder again. It's the same with Heaven and Hell…
· "Thank God" there is a place called "Purgatory" for those who earnestly tried to change their sinful ways, but may not have succeeded. 
· God knows we were trying and will allow us to continue our purification of our Mind and Soul in Purgatory until we get it right.

· God does not wish that any of His children go to Hell. 
For those who have become a "Slave to Sin" and wish to Repent—His Mercy and Forgiveness is Endless and Everlasting.
· But for those who flat out reject God's Commandments, there may be Hell to pay… 
· Some religions teach your "good deeds" must outweigh your "bad deeds" in order for you to go to Heaven.
· In Christianity, if you break ONE of God's commands, it's like breaking them all! One un-repented mortal sin is enough to keep us out of Heaven.

· In Ch. 12 of John's record of the Gospel Jesus says, 

· "I have come as Light into the world, that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness…
· If any one hears my sayings and does not keep them, 
I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. The Word that I have spoken will be his judge on the last day…" 
· Jesus is saying, "I do not condemn you to hell, you condemn yourselves by choosing NOT to live by ALL of my teachings…"

· (NOTE: Lift up Book of the Gospels to show the people) 

· "This is the HOLY WORD of GOD! "Embrace it, be Nourished by it, Protect it, and LIVE by it each and every day—and we will be Transformed and Saved by it!

· "Your word, O Lord is Truth; consecrate us in TRUTH…" (Jn 17:17)
