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· Today is Christ the King Sunday… A day we recognize our Lord and Savior as the true ruler of this world, and of our Lives!
· Over the centuries, our Lord has allowed Kings, Queens, Emperors and Presidents of different nations to rise and fall. 
· Some were good Rulers who recognized God as their "higher authority." 
· Others became their own "authority." They created their own "truth" by distorting, or re-writing God's Truths to accommodate their lifestyle, or the lifestyles of those who praise them. 
· Our world is plagued with these types of Rulers at this time.

· Jesus faced these same kinds of Rulers in his day. He stood up against these Rulers and professed "God's Will" be done, not man's. 

· Jesus is the greatest Ruler who ever walk the face of the earth. 
Do you know why? Because he ruled with "justice for all". 
· He taught us exactly what God expects from us, and then like any great leader, he led by example. 
· Jesus is our role-model of how we should think, how we should speak and how we should act, in EVERY situation.

· The Gospel is a "blueprint" of how we are to be formed into the image and likeness of Christ. 
· If we live our life according to all the teachings of the Gospel, (and not just the ones we pick and choose…) 
we will be transformed into the type of citizen God desires in heaven. 

· Now as any knows who has truly tried, it's not easy to live by all of Christ's teachings—
· "love your enemies" "forgive seventy times seven" 
"do unto others as you'd have done unto you…" 
They're not easy to do all the time.
· The GOOD NEWS is… those teachings we find really difficult to obey, Jesus said HE would give us the strength to obey them if we simply invite his Presence, his Holy Spirit to live in us. 
· It's the LOVE and PEACE of Christ dwelling in us that gives us the strength to live by Jesus' teachings, just as he did. 
· How do we invite the LOVE and PEACE of Christ to dwell in us more and more?... Three ways:

· ONE:  by writing his Holy Word on our heart; for out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks and the body acts;

· TWO:  by praying for his Holy Spirit to strengthen our spirit in moments of weakness, temptation or despair; and

· THREE:  by nourishing our body, blood and soul with HIS body, blood and soul in the Holy Eucharist.

· If we are missing any one of these tenants in our spiritual life, 
it will be IMPOSSIBLE to live our life according to everything commanded of us in the Gospel.
· The KEY to holiness, is this:

· The more we invite the real presence of Christ to live in us, the more we will feel—his love, his peace, his wisdom 
and his strength, growing and living in us.
· And the more we feel the presence of Christ living in us, the less we will feel like sinning. (I speak from experience.)
· …In last week's Gospel, Jesus made it perfectly clear what will happen to us if we choose not to focus on our relationship with him.
· To the "wicked and lazy servant", Jesus said, "throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth." (Mt. 25:30)

· In this week's Gospel, Jesus says, "Depart from me, you accursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels…" (Mt. 25:41)
· Did you know that Jesus—our gentle, loving, merciful Jesus—speaks of Hell more times than any other religious figure in the Bible? 
· In fact, he warns us over 20 times about being permanently separated from everything that makes us really happy in life—him and our friends and family. (All that is good and righteous…)
· Why does Jesus warn us so much about the reality of Hell? Because our God is a God of JUSTICE!
· God will not force everyone who chose to live by the Wisdom 
of His teachings, to live with those who did not. 
(Let me repeat that…)
That would create tension and disharmony in heaven; and we have enough of that here on earth. 
· God knows that if we don't want to live by His commands for the short period of time that we are here on earth, we certainly are not going to want to live by them for all eternity. 
· That is why there is a hell, for those of us who tell God, "I'm not interested in everything you have to say…" 
· Jesus constantly reminds us that at the end of our lives we will not stand in judgment before the Kings, the Queens, the Emperors or President's of this world, 
· we will stand in judgment before HIM!—
the KING of KINGS of this World—Christ the King! 

· And we will be judged by HIS standards for citizenship 
in heaven, not our own…

· …This past weekend, we had several visitors come to the rectory seeking assistance. According to what Jesus says in today's Gospel, HE was the one who rang our door bell, not them.

· What a blessing… Jesus visited us three times in the same day!    Fr. Paco told me that on a good weekend, Jesus visits us about 20 times (
· How many times did Jesus visit you this past week? I hope you took time to visit with him.

· I hope when you saw him homeless and naked you clothed him.

· I hope when you saw him begging for food, you fed him.
· I hope when you saw him ill or in prison, you comforted him. 
· Remember… "When we do it for the least of these, we do it for him…"
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