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· “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him…" (John 14:23)

· Jesus is trying to teach us "Behavior Modification" when he says this.

· God does not reward bad behavior, the Evil One does. 

· If God rewarded bad behavior, that would only give us the signal to continue to do the wrong thing.

· Instead, God allows us to learn from the pain and consequences that our unloving choices cause us and others. 

· That's how we know when we are straying from God's teachings.

· When people wonder what it means for the Holy Spirit to "dwell in them" it shows how they do not fully understand a basic truth about God—
· "Sin and God DO NOT Mix!" One disturbs the inner-peace of the other!
· If we pay close attention to what our INTERIOR LIFE is saying to us, we know this to be true. 

· When we Sin, we should feel remorse and regret for doing so. This is our Soul's way of saying, 

· "What you did is wrong! You have not done unto others as you would want done unto you! 

· You need to apologize and work hard never to do that again!

· If we get to the point where we no longer feel any REMORSE or REGRET for causing our self, or others pain by our words and actions, 

· then we have suffocated and depleted so much of God's Grace in us that we no longer hear or feel the Holy Spirit at work in us.

· I've met several people in my life who have told me they no longer feel guilty when they do something wrong; they got over that whole "guilt thing" like they've won some great "victory."

· What they're basically saying is that they have fallen so far away from God's Word and Truths 

· they no longer feel the indwelling of the Holy Spirit trying to guide them to Holines.
· The only "victory" that's been won, is the Devil winning over their Soul—and possibly for all eternity. 

· Remember, if we reject God's Words and Wisdom in this life, He WILL respect our choices in the next life, because once again, "Sin and God, DO NOT MIX!"
· Think of someone you really, really love. When things are going well between you, does the love in your relationship feel more solid, more intense, more united? "YES!"

· Now think about those times when TENSION has been introduced into your relationship. Does your love feels "fractured," "restless," "disordered." "YES!"
· Someone has said or done something to literally, "disturb the peace…"

· Whatever you talked about and agreed upon to get along together in your relationship has been broken. Tension now exists where harmony once was.

· The same thing happens in our relationship with God when we say or do something that goes against what we have talked about and agreed upon in our relationship with Him. 

· BTW, the big difference between our relationship with each other—and our relationship with God—is that HE, always gets the last word…

· GOD is the Designer, Creator, and Sustainer of our lives and all the life around us. 

· It's His Kingdom! He is the "landlord" of heaven. He gets to decide what type of person lives in it for all eternity. 

· When Jesus speaks of sending the Holy Spirit to teach us "everything" we need to know about preparing our Soul for heaven, 

· he says in the very next line, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you..." 

· That line should sound familiar. We say it at the Communion Rite at every Mass.

· "Inner-Peace" and the Holy Spirit are intertwined. The more we invite God's Wisdom, Truth and Purity into our heart, mind and soul, 

· the more we will feel the Love and Peace of the Holy Spirit living and growing in us.

· You know what happens when you have lasting inner-peace? You have lasting OUTER Peace as well. 

· You have peace in your marriage, peace in your family, peace in your neighborhood—and hopefully one day, peace in the world.

· Becoming "filled" with the wisdom, love and peace of the Holy Spirit is a process that only works if this is our #1 goal in life! 

· His wisdom leads to love, and his love leads to peace.

· When we talk about the Holy Spirit, he can seem like a mysterious figure in our Christian Faith. 

· But the truth is, the Holy Spirit is always at work in our lives trying to transform our interior life.

· Think of the Holy Spirit as the "Divine wifi" that is always ON providing us with the correct answers to life's moral dilemmas…

· We just need to discern which thoughts are trying to be "downloaded" into our heads from "God's wifi," and which ones are trying to be downloaded from the "Devil's wifi."
· The answer of course is:  The thoughts from "God wifi" will be the ones leading us to do what Jesus taught us to do,

· and the thoughts from the "Devil's wifi" will be the ones leading us away from what Jesus taught us to do…

· In today's 1s Reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we hear a letter being read from St. Peter to the Christians in Antioch. 

· At one point in the letter he says, "it is the decision of the Holy Spirit, and of us…"

· The Apostles all prayed for the Holy Spirit to guide them to do what Jesus would have wanted them to do. 

· Using their own understanding of Christ's teachings, and the advice given to them by the Holy Spirit, they came to the right decisions. (Acts 15:28-29)

· We need to follow their example of prayer and discernment in our lives as well…

· As Jesus promised in today's Gospel, the Holy Spirit taught them "everything" they really needed to know about what he would do in those circumstances.

· Just as Jesus was the 1st Advocate from God the Father who taught us what we really needed to know, 

· now the 2nd Advocate, the Holy Spirit will teach us and can be available to anyone of us, at anytime, anywhere in the world! 

· With so many thoughts popping into our mind all the time, we need the help of the Holy Spirit to discern which thoughts are from God, 

· which ones are from our own brain, and which ones are from the Evil One.

· The more we choose the thoughts of God, the easier and easier it becomes to clearly HEAR what the Holy Spirit is trying to teach us.

· His voice grows louder and stronger, and the Evil One's grows quieter and weaker.

· Over time, the more we recognize and follow the Wisdom of the Holy Spirit, the more our mind will not be polluted with the thoughts of the Evil One. 

· As St. James says in his Epistle, "Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you!" (James 4:7-8)

· When we finally begin to be obedient to EVERYTHING that Jesus has commanded us to do—and not just what we pick and choose to do—
· that's when we can literally FEEL his Holy Spirit living and growing in us more and more each day…

· And the closer we stay to Christ, the further we stay from temptation...

· And when we find it difficult to resist temptation, just remember to give God your weakness, and He will give you, His Strength!

� New members of the Church do not need to be circumcised, but they do need to refrain from eating meat from animals sacrificed to false gods and from unlawful marriages. (Acts 15:28-29)





