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· Some people think the Bible is "outdated." That God's Word doesn't apply to our so-called, "modern, civilized" world any more.

· If we are so "modern" and "civilized" why are we still shooting, stabbing, clubbing and blowing each other up?

· Here are some highlights this week from a world that continually rejects the Gospel of Life:
· "Three young transients used a stolen handgun to rob and kill a Canadian tourist in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco.

· Two days later, they killed a Yoga instructor on a hiking trail north of the city."
· "A Michigan man was shot and killed by a State Trooper after he shot a Sheriff’s Deputy with a crossbow."
· "Jury selection has begun in the trial of a Massachusetts Teenager accused of assaulting his Math Teacher and cutting her throat with a box cutter."
· "Two suicide bombers killed 95 people and injured hundreds more at a 'peace rally" in Turkey—
· And this is JUST from this past week!

· In reality, The Bible is full of insights to our dysfunctional Human Nature and what we must do to overcome our "animal urges" with "Spiritual growth."
· Here's what the Bible says in response to this week's headlines:

· "Love your enemies." "Do good to those who persecute you." "Do not meet evil for evil." "Bless those who curse you…" "Feed the hungry." "Clothe the naked." "Shelter the homeless" 

· Yep, pretty scary stuff. I can see how outdated God's Word and Wisdom is to the "modern, civilized" world we live in. 
· Listening to God means focusing on our Spiritual NEEDS rather than our Physical WANTS. 
· The Rich Young Man walked away from Jesus because he could keep all of God's Commandments, except for one—the 1st one

· The 1st one actually provides the Grace and Strength to be obedient to all the rest.
· Does everyone remember what the 1st Commandment says?... ("Are there any Catholics here?")
· "I am the Lord your God, you shall not have any other gods before Me…" 
· The Rich Young Man was more attached to his "god of wealth," rather than God the Father. 

· As St. Paul says in Ch. 1 to the Romans, "The creature began to worship the creation, rather than the Creator…" 
· When the Rich Young Man called Jesus "Good", he unwittingly called Jesus "God." This is why Jesus asks him, "Why do you call me 'Good?' No one is 'good' but God alone…"

· In the end, the Rich Young Man will walk away from Jesus—
he away from God. 
· He was "sad" because he knew deep in his heart that he was a "slave" to his possessions and placed them before God—before Jesus.

· Bad choice. Jesus can give us Eternal Life in Heaven with God the Father. Our money and possessions can not...
· There's an old saying, "The more we own, the more it owns us…" (repeat!) Remember that…
· Personally, I think this where Ghosts come from. A person becomes so attached to Something or Someone in this world…

· that their Soul is "fused" with it rather than God—and when they die, God respects their choice.
· We are all "wired" to worship and adore something. If we don't attach our Spiritual Energy to God—we will find something inferior to God to attach it too.

· We will end up worshipping our money, our car, our house, our desires, our lusts, our movie stars, our sports celebrities, our talk show hosts, our politicians… or even worse, ourselves!
· Unfortunately, there are many "false gods" in our society for people to choose from. 
· We live in a country where the Media constantly promotes Perversion, Violence and Evil—but this does not mean WE should be absorbing it into our Mind and Soul. 
· This is how addictions begin and this is how we become a slave to them.
· God knows what the Human Mind is capable of becoming without proper formation of our Free-Will. 
· ISIS is a good example. So is "Chris Mercer" from last week's shooting in Oregon. 
· God has given us His 10 Commandments as a foundation of our Moral Development. These Commandments are not for God's benefit, but for our OWN if we ever hope to live in Heaven.
· Jesus said the Greatest Commandant is to Love God with all our Heart, all our Mind, all our Soul and all our Strength. (Mk 12:30)
· If we love God first, He'll teach us how to love others 
and give us the strength to do so. This is why we should have no other "gods" before Him.
· Jesus gave us a NEW Commandment which is actually tied to the Greatest Commandment. Jesus said, "Love one another, just as I have loved you…"
· Jesus loved God the Father above everything and everyone else. Jesus is our example of how please God is when we live by the Greatest Commandment.
· Listen up! What I'm about to tell you is the KEY to knowing that God is Real, that Jesus is Real and the Holy Spirit is Real, and how they want to be at work in our Lives.

· The moment we wipe away every obsession and desire we now have with this world, and place God FIRST in our life, that's the day we will know—without any doubt—that God is Real. 
· In Ch. 14 of John's Gospel, Jesus says, 

· "He who has my Commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me; and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him..." (John 14:21)
· Jesus isn't a liar. The moment we surrender all Our authority for His Authority in our life—and that means trying to live by ALL of his commands—not just the ones we "pick and choose."
· THAT'S the moment Jesus will let us know he is WITH us, and IN us ready to help us become just like him! 
· When the Disciples heard how we must be Spiritually detached from our physical wealth in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, they said, 
· "Who can be saved!?" for they thought it was impossible to be spiritually detached from money and power once you have acquired it.

· This is why Jesus said, "For human beings, this is impossible, but not for God. All things are possible with God…"

· Jesus is saying, "I know you're not spiritually strong enough to love God over your wealth, but if you invite my Grace, my LOVE, my PRESENCE to live in your Soul, 
· my Spirit will LIVE in you and you will then know how unsatisfying your Physical attachment to wealth is compared to your Spiritual attachment to me…

· Along with the New Commandment to "love one another just as I have loved you," Jesus also gave us the 8 Beatitudes. 
· The 10 Commandments focus on our "Moral" development, the 8 Beatitudes focus on our "Spiritual" development. 

· "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." The 1st Beatitude, is the gateway to fulfilling all the rest.
· The 10 Commandments, the New Commandment, and the 
8 Beatitudes are necessary to enter the Kingdom of God for all three reflect who Jesus is, and what he wants us to become.

· Now here's something I must tell you… Breaking one of God's Commandments is a "Mortal Sin."

· It is a "Mortal Sin" because it separates us from God. "Mortal" means "death."
· No one likes being sinned against—God is no different. When we sin against each other we create tension and distance in our relationships. We do the same with God.
· If we separate ourselves from each other, we can still live on. However, if we separate ourselves from God, we separate ourselves from the Source and Sustainer of all life. 
· That equals "Spiritual Death" — that's why breaking one of God's Commandments is a "Mortal Sin."
· And if you are wondering how stealing, or lying, or fornicating, or murdering, or coveting, or committing adultery is offensive to God, 

· it's because the Essence of God lives in every one of us because we have a SOUL made in the "image and likeness" of God.

· When we sin against each other, or ourselves, we sin against the "essence" of God living in us.

· Everyone here knows what the 3rd Commandment says, right? ("Are there any Catholics here?":) It says, "Remember to keep Holy the Lord's Day…" 
· That means going to Mass, every Sunday. And just to be clear, it is a Mortal Sin to miss Mass unless you are ill, or have another really good reason. 
· It is estimated that there are 25 million Catholics in the USA who do not attend Mass on a regular basis. 
· If you know one of these Catholics, please remind them Jesus has given us his Supernatural Life in the Eucharist to nourish our Supernatural Life—our SOUL. 

· When we separate our Soul from the Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus, we separate our Soul from Eternal Life.
· It is "Spiritual Suicide" not to come to Mass.

· God commanded us to come to Mass to Praise Him as a Family, to Recite our prayers as a Family, to Grow together as a Family and to stay Connected to HIM as a Family.
· Jesus said, "Where two or three are gathered in my name, there I will be among them…" (Mt 18:20)

· Coming to Mass to receive his Holy Word and his Holy Eucharist is how we continually grow and mature into the image and likeness of Christ.

· As I said earlier, if we don't come to Church to worship God, 
I assure you, we will slowly deviate from God and begin to worship something—or someone—else…

· I know coming to Mass seems like a "chore." But it's supposed to be more of a "Joy" once we realize that our Lord wants to nourish us with his Divine Life. 

· For those who would rather take the "path of least resistance" and not come to Mass, C.S. Lewis said in his book, The Screwtape Letters:
· "Indeed, the safest road to hell is the gradual one, the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts…"

· Coming to Church each week helps us to stay on the Road to Heaven—and to "make straight" our path to God. Spread the Word…

