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· When Jesus says to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan. You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do…”
· He pretty much sums up the problem with the whole Human Race in general.

· Too often, we try and figure out what is "right" and what is "wrong" using our own logic. The problem with that is, we often don't take into consideration ALL the "variables."

· We draw a conclusion based on our "point of view" and then lock our minds into believing this is "Truth."
· What we fail to realize, is that God has a different "point of view" about the "Purpose of our Life." He wants us to plan for our retirement as a "citizen of heaven." 
· We tend to plan our retirement as a "citizen of Breezy Point" or "Boca Raton."
· This of course, creates a very different agenda in our lives when we consider God's standard for obtaining "citizenship in heaven," verses "citizenship at the beach." 
· God says we must be "perfect" in our obedience and formation of all His teachings. The "beach" says, "Come as you are…"
· In today's Gospel Reading, Peter goes from being inspired by God to proclaim Jesus as the Christ, the Anointed One…
· to being inspired by the Devil to prevent Jesus from completing his mission as the "Sacrificial Lamb" who takes away the sins of the world.

· Peter started out understanding God's teaching, then made a wrong turn based on his own preference and agenda for what He thought Jesus' life was about.

· Peter is convinced Jesus is the Messiah, and in Matthew's Gospel, he says, "The Son of the Living God." 
· As the "Anointed One," Jesus has come to liberate Israel from its enemies.

· For the Messiah to be talking about "his death," "his failure" against the enemies of the Jews was tantamount to "Blaspheme" to Peter.
· This is why Peter take Jesus aside and begins to "rebuke" him for what he's saying. 

· Jesus knows that Peter doesn't understand his role as Messiah. It's now Jesus' turn to rebuke him. 

· Jesus' Messiahship had nothing to do with him being a "Warrior King" like King David was a 1000 years before him.
· or a "Political strategist" like David's Son, Solomon who both used "cunning" and "force" to overthrow their enemies.
· Jesus came to overthrow the Power of "Satan, and Death." First, by dying on the Cross for our Sins;—and Second, by conquering death by his Resurrection.
· When Jesus says to Peter, "Get behind me Satan" Jesus isn't calling Peter, "the Devil," he telling the Demon influencing Peter's thinking to "get behind him…"
· To stop thinking the way humans do to preserve their life, but rather to think as God does for us to lay down our life by putting the needs of others, before our own. 
· This is how we mature Spiritually—and Jesus is all about us growing Spiritually!
· This is one area where our society has either avoided, or forgotten how to grow Spiritually. It requires "Sacrifice." 
· Our bodies seek pleasure and comfort—our Soul seeks Truth, Beauty and Love. Each requires us to Sacrifice what we THINK life is all about, for what JESUS tells us what Life is all about. 
· And the Purpose of our Life is to prepare our life for the Next Life—our Citizenship in Heaven.
· The comforts of the body are temporary. We all know this because from year to year, and decade to decade, our pleasures and interest change.
· However, our Soul seeks the same Truth, Beauty and Love year after year because they are constant, and eternal—and Jesus is the Summation of ALL three!

· As a nation, we have lost our way as to what is True; what is Beautiful and what is Love—according to Christ.
· Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me…" (Mt 19:14, Mk 10:14, Lk 18:16)
· What could be more Beautiful—than Loving a child—and sharing the Truth and JOY of Christ with them? 

· And yet, we live in a Country that avoids experiencing the JOY of sharing in our Children's life in order to preserve our own…
· Yesterday, September 12, (2015) marked the "Third Annual Day of Remembrance for Aborted Children" across America. 
· Solemn prayer vigils were held at the gravesites designated for aborted children, of which, there are 47 in the United States alone.
· Pope Francis made a wonderful gesture by offering Absolution for all those around the World who regret having an abortion.
· Coincidently, this also ties in nicely with today's Responsorial Psalm (Ps 116) which says:

· "Gracious is the LORD and just; Yes, our God is merciful. The LORD keeps the little ones; I was brought low, and he saved me…" 
· If you know a fellow Catholic who regrets having an abortion, please assure them that the Church in America 
· has been granting Absolution to those who have repented from this Sin for many decades now.

· There was a time when you had to "Seek Permission" from the Bishop before being Absolved from having an Abortion, but again, that was over 30 years ago. 
· Now you just need to come before our Lord with a contrite heart and receive his loving forgiveness when the Priest says for Christ, 
· "I absolve you from your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit…"

· The Church is not here to "condemn" those who have suffered through an abortion—God hates the Sin, not the Sinner…
· The Church is here to help heal the emotional and spiritual wounds that Abortion always brings.
· This is why the Church works closely with organizations like PROJECT RACHEL who help women, and men, with the post-traumatic stress of having an Abortion.
· We also work with the "SISTERS OF LIFE" who help pregnant women financially and emotionally through their pregnancy. 

· I've met many unwed mothers who sought help from the Sisters of Life. Not one regretted having their baby—even if they decided to put it up for adoption.

· Many other woman have agonized over whether to have an abortion, or not, due to their financial difficulties or unhappiness in their relationship.

· Since when is it "ok" to take the life of another because we are worried about "paying the bills," or don't have the "perfect relationship?"
· The 5th Commandment says, "Thou shall not kill…" which means, that shall not "murder the innocent." 
· There are no "exceptions" to this Command from God, except the ones we make for ourselves.
· When I was younger, I used to think it was more "merciful" for a child "Never to be born," rather than "to be born" into poverty, or drug abuse, or an abusive parent. 
· But as I grew older and met actually people who grew up under these conditions, they didn't regret being born,
· they regretted the Conditions they were born in to, Conditions Jesus commanded us to help change in people's lives. 
· Jesus instructed us to Feed the Hungry; clothe the Naked, Shelter the homeless, Visit the imprisoned. 
· See how the Gospel works for the good of all people. 
· For those who feel Abortion is necessary due to consequences of the mother's health, or due to rape or incest, 
· the unborn child is just as much a Victim in these situations as the Mother is. 

· Since when is it "ok" to end someone else's life, because I experience Trauma in mine? 
· A convicted rapist gets 4 to 6 years in prison. The innocent Baby in the womb gets the "death penalty." How is this justice?
· Rebecca Kiessling is the child of a Rape Victim. Google her name and watch her story some time. ("K-I-E-S-S-L-I-N-G")
· Rebecca is now a Lawyer in Michigan who staunchly defends the Rights of the Unborn. 

· She recognizes her mother was under a lot of stress when she considered having an abortion. 

· It's only because we had a LAW in place before 1973 that Protected the Unborn, that Rebecca is alive today.
· The LAW, prevented Rebecca's mother from making a terrible mistake. She admits, the LAW, saved her daughter's life!
· And that's what LAWS are SUPPOSED to do, Protect and Defend those who CANNOT protect and defend themselves...
· Again, I am not here—nor is the Church here—to pass judgment on those who had an Abortion, or Cooperated with an Abortionist… 
· "for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God." (Rm 3:23)

· I wish I had done a lot more in my youth to Defend Life instead of just keeping silent on the topic because I thought, 
· "Well, who am I to tell someone what to do with their body; I wouldn't want someone telling ME what to do with MY body…"

· Then someone pointed out it's not the MOTHER's body that's being Aborted; it's the BABY's Body that is being aborted. What about THEIR Rights? 

· That's when I did a "180" on my position on Abortion. 
· Over 56 MILLION babies have been aborted since 1973 when the Roe v. Wade decision legalized abortion in country. 

· 56 Million Americans killed in our own country…

· In light of 911, and other terrorist attacks on our soil, 
many innocent people have been killed in our country, 
· but the overwhelming majority of innocent people killed in America, have been killed by Americans. 
· That's something we have to Face, and something we have to Change. This country has to have a "re-birth" in its Moral Integrity. 
· How can we have a Constitution that says, "All People are Created Equal" and punish other countries with Political Sanctions when they violate "Human Rights"
· when we kill close to 1 MILLION of our own people in the Womb each year? Have you ever stopped to think of the HYPOCRACY of this!?
· And if you say, "Well, it's not really a human in the womb until it is born… it's just a 'lump' of flesh…" 

· Scientist tell us that the DNA of that "lump of flesh" is UNIQUELY human! It's not an "amoeba," an "ostrich" or an "orangutan" It's HUMAN! 

· And we were ALL that size and shape at one time. Does that mean we didn't have a right to be born? 

· Professor Micheline Matthews-Roth, at the Harvard University Medical School has been quoted as saying: 
· “It is scientifically correct to say that an individual human life begins at conception…. Our laws, one function of which is to help preserve the lives of our people, should be based on accurate scientific data.”
· The point when human life begins is not just a "religious belief" it is a Scientific fact!
· Yes, having a baby can mean many different hardships along the way. It means "taking up our cross" and doing the right thing. 
· As Jesus says in today's Gospel: "For whoever wishes to Save his life, will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, and the sake of the Gospel, will save it…"

· Again, Jesus is ALL about SPIRITUAL GROWTH, not personal Preservation, this is why he also said, 
· "NO greater love is there than this, than a Person lay down their life for a Friend…" 

· Let us ALWAYS Choose Life… and let us Always focus on the JOY and Happiness it brings, 
· not the Hardships and Inconveniences that come from being Formed in Christ.
- Fr. Mark Matthias
